
LIGHTING FOR LEARNING
SUDAN



I n s e r t  P r e s e n t a t i o n  T i t l e  H e r e

OUR MISSION IN SUDAN

• Providing learning opportunities to out-of-school 
children

• Providing social and protection services

• Generating local demand and ownership for solar 
power through a clear business model with women 

and youth to enhance sustainability for the current e-
learning programme3.6 million out 

of school 
children

High 
numbers of 

refugees



CAN’T WAIT TO LEARN

• Aim: 36,000 boys and girls learn basic 
literacy and numeracy skills through a 
tablet-based game;

• Learning centres are established where 
children can learn and charge their 
tablets through solar power;

• Girls and boys are selected from the 
most remote areas of Kassala, Blue Nile 
and White Nile states, with no nearby 
formal schools.







LIGHTING FOR LEARNING

The benefits of having light at home (at night):

• home-study; 

• income generating activities at home; 

• increased connectivity through charging phones; 

• improved safety at night.







I n s e r t  P r e s e n t a t i o n  T i t l e  H e r e

MARKET-BASED APPROACH

o Results:

 Positive impact on generating a demand for solar powered systems

 Wide acceptance of the revolving fund system and consensus around solar household systems’ 
instalment and monthly paying back period 

 Huge increase in demand for solar household systems at villages level.

o Challenges:

 Creating linkages with the private sector and encouraging women entrepreneurship and training 
remains the focus of the project in the months to come.

 Participatory energy market system development workshop (PEMSD) to have a clear market 
development plan with solid recommendations and commitments from all stakeholders toward solar 
market activation at state level 



VISUAL EDUCATION



I n s e r t  P r e s e n t a t i o n  T i t l e  H e r e

MAIN LEARNING OUTCOMES

• For UNICEF it was a great learning experience to work with a 
partner like Practical Action, which added value and contributed to 
mutual learning. 

• Raising awareness on use of solar equipment, and generating a 
demand in the market, opening doors for private sector in rural 
areas.

• Expansion and scale-up of the solar energy project will enrich the 
learning outcomes of the e-learning programme, make communities 
safer and contribute to sustainable and clean energy development. 

• Revolving funds approaches result in sustainability of projects. 

• Impact of partnerships (development organizations and private 
sector companies) on Sustainable Development goals



Activity
Lightning 4 Learning

Community mobilization and sensitization

Establishment of Women Development Associations (WDA’s)

Procurement and delivery of solar lightning units to e-learning centres

Formation/Activation of revolving fund management and microfinance management under the established WDAs

Provision of the solar home lighting systems  and delivery of the associated technical training 

Training of WDAs in records keeping and accounting

Training of WDAs in Formation and management of Villages Saving & Loans Association (SLAs)

Training of WDAs in Business management, IGAs and visibility  

Training of WDAs in gender, social inclusion and women empowerment 

PMSD workshop for stakeholders 

Communication & Advocacy 

Awareness raising sessions on i) solar energy; and ii) education and homebased learning

Can’t Wait to Learn

Community facilitators training

Provision and distribution of tablets and solar units at community level

Possible date for starting the classes/e-learning centres



A GROUP OF WOMEN WHO PASSED THE TRAININGSPROGRAM



Future Vision – “Hopes”
1. The e-learning project is specifically designed to respond to the 

challenges of reaching children excluded from the formal 
education system.

2. Lighting for Learning generate local demand and ownership for 
solar power through a clear business model with women and youth 
to enhance sustainability for the current e-learning programme.

3. Revolving funds
• Stoves & Driers

With stoves and driers we assume that people in agricultural areas should be able to generate funds from dried food that 
is sold in the market. This would raise ability of women generating funds. support to the solar recipients’ families. 

• Pay-as-you-go



Future Vision – “Hopes”

4. Access to water (potential)
• Solar Water pumps

5. Internet “Satellite connectivity”
• Ericsson Giga projects to implement in Sudan 

6. Telemedicine




